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D e m o g r a p h i c   D a t a   O n l i n e



Demographic Data Online

• Census Bureau programs

• Decennial Census

• Population Estimates Program

• American Community Survey

• Economic Census / Surveys
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Data are available 

online through 

data access tool: 

American 
FactFinder 
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Census Bureau Home Page

http://www.census.gov

Other Surveys
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Agenda

• Decennial Census

• Questionnaire Content

• Race and Ethnicity

• Census Geography

• Data Release Schedule

• American Community Survey

• Making Comparisons

• Using Multi-Year Estimates

• Data Release Timetable

• Population Estimates Program

• The “Other Nine Years”
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Decennial Census:  “Power, Justice,  Money”

• Taken every 10 years since 1790

• Largest domestic undertaking in U.S.

• Provides official  counts  of population 

and housing down to block level

• Reference date is April 1

• Same form in 2010 to every household

• Participation is mandatory

• Workers take lifetime confidentiality oath
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Why Census Is Done

• Political representation

■ Apportionment of 435 seats in the House 

of Representatives

■ Redistricting

• Planning at state and local levels

• Distribution of Federal funding
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Decennial Census Data :
Three Things You Need to Know

• Questionnaire content / data releases

■ Census 2000

■ 2010 Census

• Race and ethnicity terminology

• Census geography basics

■ Terminology

■ Levels at which data are released
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Census 2000 Questionnaire
& Data Products

• 2000 “short” form - - basic questions

■ Produced “100% data” or “counts”

■ Data released down to block level

■ Summary Files 1 and 2 (SF-1 and SF-2) 

• 2000 “long” form - - same basic questions 
as “short” form, plus detailed questions - -
sample was 1 in 6 U.S. households

■ Produced “sample data” or “characteristics”

■ Data released down to block group level

■ Summary Files 3 and 4 (SF-3 and SF-4)
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2010 Census Questionnaire
Seven Topics

• Name

• Age

• Gender

• Race

• Ethnicity

• Relationship

• Rent/own house

Takes an average household ten minutes to complete
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2010 Census Ethnicity Question



2010 Census Race Question



Census Geography:

Hierarchy



Census Geography:

Sub-County Relationships



2010 Census Data Release Schedule
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American Community Survey - ACS

• Provides  characteristics  of population

• Questions similar to 2000 “long form”

• Participation is mandatory

• 250,000 households in survey / month (or 

3 million / year)

• Covered every county in U.S. in 2005

• First data releases dependent on 

population thresholds   

– After first release, data released every year
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American Community Survey
Detailed Topics  (examples)

Population characteristics

--work status

--income

--journey to work

--marital status

--education

--disability

--caregiver status

--veteran status -- 2008

--marital history -- 2008

--health insurance -- 2008

Housing characteristics

--number of rooms

--year built

--plumbing

--kitchen facilities

--value

--rent

--shelter costs



ACS Main Page
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Making Comparisons
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ACS Multi-Year Estimates
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ACS Data Release Timetable

23



Population Estimates Program

• Official  counts  in inter-censal years

■ Developed with assistance of states:  
FSCPE – Federal State Cooperative for Population 

Estimates 

■ 100% data released down to place level

■ Uses:

– Federal funding allocations

– Survey controls

– Denominators: vital rates / per capita time 

series

• Reference date is July 1
24



Population Estimates Main Page
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The “Other Nine Years” 
Demographic Programs

• Surveys:  Conducted by Regional Offices

■ American Housing Survey (AHS)

■ Consumer Expenditure Survey (CE)

■ Current Population Survey (CPS)

■ Survey of Income and Program Participation 
(SIPP)

• Other Census Bureau Programs

■ Annual Population Estimates

■ Population Projections

■ Special Censuses
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The “Other Nine Years” 
Economic Programs

• Economic Census

■ Taken every 5 years ending in “2” and “7”

■ Mail Out/Mail Back with forms going to 

nearly every American business (5 million)

• Survey of Business Owners

■ Minority-, Women-, Veteran-owned 

businesses

• Census of Governments – State and local

■ Organization, finances, public employment

Conducted out of

Census Bureau Headquarters



2828

Thank you!

Seattle Regional Census Center

Partnership & Data Services

19820 North Creek Parkway

Bothell, WA  98011

Linda Clark

Information Services Specialist

linda.clark@census.gov

425-908-3060

mailto:linda.clark@census.gov

